Bacteriological contamination of products used for skin care in babies.
Synopsis Two hundred and thirty-two products used in the skin care of babies were examined for bacterial contamination. Contamination rates were compared between unused samples collected from homes, those used in the home, and those used in the maternity wards of a local hospital. Products used and unused, originating from the home had a low incidence of contamination and small bacterial populations. One product used in hospital was found to be susceptible to contamination; several samples were contaminated with Gram-negative rods. The significance of these contaminants in products used on babies is discussed and proposals are put forward for avoiding in-use contamination.